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Charity Safari to Kenya

Day one

Depart from London to Nairobi in the evening.

Day two
Arrive Nairobi. You will be met and flown to the beautiful Chyulu Hills. This will be your home for the next three nights, and what a perfect introduction to Kenya! Campi Ya Kanzi is a luxury tented camp in the Chyulu Hills, in south eastern Kenya, overlooking Mount Kilimanjaro and bordering Tsavo West, Chyulu and Amboseli National Parks. It is owned and run by a wonderful Italian couple who are enthusiastic, professional, extremely friendly and knowledgeable and totally in love with Africa. Luca has a degree in zoology and is also a first rate guide, Antonella’s family have vineyards in Italy so you can also be assured of an excellent glass of wine during your stay. It lies in an area of outstanding natural beauty and a maximum of twelve guests are accommodated in 6 double tents all set on wooden platforms with thatched roofs. They are quite beautiful and the service is of the highest standard. Campi Ya Kanzi  offers game drives in open, 4 wheel drive vehicles, plus visits to the Maasai cultural villages, magnificent forest walks, escorted game walks and bird watching. This is not an area where you will see an abundance of large game – it is beautiful and has a great diversity of both game and vegetation, and it is fascinating. 
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Over and above the large game, the area offers interesting species such as gerenuk, wild dog, black rhino and cheetah. Luca and Antonella’s team make a great virtue of the fact that this is a community project and that nothing is taken from the area, it is looked after by them in close collaboration with the Maasai, who you will of course meet during your stay. This is a good place to start off your safari as you can spend much of the time simply chilling out or going on forest walks. From an educational point of view, Luca and Antonella have started the Masai Foundation of East Africa. Its whole existence is to promote the conservation  of threatened wildlife in southern Kenya and Tanzania while encouraging the preservation of the cultural heritage of the Maasai people through economic and social self-sustainability.  One can also donate directly to the fund (as we do at African Explorations), although it is a joy to witness the efforts firsthand, and see the difference they have made. Campi Ya Kanzi has received many awards for its notable achievements towards conservation, including Tourism for Tomorrow, 2006; Eco-Warrior Award 2006; Skal International Tourism Award 2005; The World Legacy award 2004. Three nights Campi ya Kanzi fully inclusive basis. Web address: www.maasaifoundation.org
Through the trust we have founded,
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Day five
You will be flown to Il Ngwesi, in the Laikipia area for three nights.  In 1995, a small 
lodge was built on Il Ngwesi, using funds donated through the Kenya Wildlife Service. This 
was Kenya's first community-owned and managed lodge in the country. It has proved 
enormously successful, and has won many awards, including a British Airways ‘Tourism for 
Tomorrow’ award, Equator Initiative Award in 2002, Conde Nast Traveller 2003 Eco [image: image8.jpg]Tourism winner in the Hotel/Lodge category and Harpers and Queens “Best 101 Hotels  2003”. With the revenue from the lodge, the Il Ngwesi community has paid for many social developments, such as the provision of school bursaries and the construction of a primary school and three nursery schools. Funds have also been directed into water maintenance and health schemes. The Il Ngwesi project won the UNDP Equator Initiative Award for their success in tapping the biodiversity of their environment for economic gain and community development. Visitors to the Lodge are spoilt with a variety of things to do. In addition to visiting the Cultural Boma, there is the option of exploring the area by foot, or by camel, following the Ngare Ndare River with local guides, which offers a special opportunity to get close to the wildlife.  Less strenuous possibilities include a game drive and taking sundowners to one of the many different vantage points along the Mukogodo Hills. Bush breakfasts and dinners are also available. Another very popular attraction is the hand-reared orphan black rhino, Omni. Omni was moved to Il Ngwesi from Lewa in May last year. He is the first black rhino to come back to Il Ngwesi in 30 years and with two white rhinos, is now a daily sight for Il Ngwesi visitors. The habituated baboon troop is another popular attraction. Trips to see the monkeys can be arranged from the lodge. This small paradise, perched between peak and plain, possesses a magic which cannot fail to touch anyone who is lucky enough to experience it.
Day eight

You’ll fly directly from Il Ngwesi to the Masai Mara where you’ll be met on arrival by the guides from Saruni. For many years Saruni’s owner, Riccardo Orizio went on safari feeling a growing attachment for Africa, its people, its animals and its atmosphere. He started to toy with the idea to set up his own perfect safari camp, using the experience gained as a guest in Southern and East African camps and lodges. Finally, when the opportunity to build Saruni was offered, Riccardo took the decision to leave the big cities where he had been living in Europe and in America and start a new life in the African bush, surrounded by wild animals and wonderful warriors, the Masai; the result has been a spectacular success. The days will be spent traversing this wonderful, game filled area, renowned for its predators. Located in the foothills of the Aitong Hills, your camp is truly off the beaten track but within the new boundaries of the Masai Mara Conservancy so the game is abundant but the tourists very few. Lion sightings are particularly good in the Mara, where game viewing is world class, and you are also likely to encounter elephant, giraffe, buffalo, wildebeest, eland, topi, zebra, impala and gazelle as well as many others. Game viewing is by foot and by open vehicle.
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Here you will also learn about the Masai tribesmen and find out about the medicinal values of plantlife, for instance, as well as obtaining a further in-depth insight into their culture. Saruni is owner managed, and the quality of guiding is second to none. You will not be here at the time of the migration but the game viewing should still be excellent. The time spent at Saruni, sitting on the verandah with amazing views of the Mara plains, walking in forests or game-driving among the herds of gazelles and giraffes, is a unique experience of primitive luxury and sophisticated simplicity – and Saruni also has a small spa for those in need of extra pampering! Saruni also have a flycamping facility, which is absolutely wonderful and thoroughly recommended! Three nights Saruni, fully inclusive basis, some activities (eg spa) extra.
Day eleven

Depart by air from the Masai Mara to Rusinga where you will spend three nights relaxing and fishing. A lot of people use Lake Victoria as an alternative to the coast – with its lovely sandy beaches. At Rusinga, there are just a handful of cottages, made from local papyrus, stone and wood and decorated in traditional fabrics. Each cottage overlooks the lake. This lodge is one of the finest in Kenya. They offer safaris by boat, visiting a fishing village and viewing life on the lake. Fishing for Nile Perch and Tilapia (which are both delicious!) There are rock art walks, game drives, and visits to Ruma National park. This is one of Kenya’s most unusual and beautiful parks. The last surviving group of roan antelope can be found here. There are boat trips to Bird Island where thousands of water birds roost. This really is the perfect place to unwind at the end of a safari. The lodge has magnificent grounds, with exotic trees, flowers and birds. The fruit and vegetables are collected fresh each day from their organic garden. Troll for Nile Perch along the shores or cast for tilapia in the evenings. Visit the local people, who do much for the community, from soap making, to card and paper making, and mat making from the local plant, water hyacinth – this project is in conjunction with Peace Corp.
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Day fourteen

Depart from Lake Victoria to the Masai Mara and onto Nairobi for the evening flight to London.

African & Indian Explorations - Telephone: 01993 822443 – www.africanexplorations.com
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